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“An Author’s Pulse”: Echoes and Essences
On  the  subject  of   organic  affiliations  between  Keats  and  Burns, 
Dr. William Findlay wrote an interesting essay, dated 1898, entitled Robert 
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        To see her water;
Alas! there’s ground for great suspicion




        Nigh unto death;
See how she fetches at the thrapple,




        Will ever mend her;
Her feeble pulse gies strong presumption,




        O’ something stout;—
It gars an author’s pulse beat quicker,
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three-volume miniature set of  Cary’s translation of  Dante and a copy of  
Milton was certainly not random. Those two books were reminiscent of  
Burns’s famed “Satanism”, his hellish inclinations and taste for the natural 





of  justice led him at times to do acts of  generosity—at others of  meanness—the latter was always 
noticed the former overlooked—therefore amongst his early companions he had a character for any 
thing rather then liberality—but he was liberal”. Charles Dilke in his annotations to Milnes’s biog-
raphy (Morgan Library). H. E. Rollins (ed.), The Keats Circle: Letters and Papers, and more Letters and Poems 
of  the Keats Circle: 1816–1878, 2 vols, Cambridge, MA., Harvard University Press, 1948, I, p. xix.






































The memorial,  as  it  is  put  together  by Keats,  is  erected  following  a 
bizarre celebration where we, as readers, often fail to distinguish one 
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